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Technology Gateway & Technology Centre

 Capital Call 2021
	
	Applications should be sent to 

GA-CapitalCall2021@enterprise-ireland.com
For queries please contact:
Mark Whelan
Tel: 061 777053
Email: Mark.Whelan@enterprise-ireland.com



	
	


Introduction

The purpose of this funding is to increase the levels of interaction between the Technology Gateways, Technology Centres and industry in Ireland, so the intended outcomes should include but not be limited to:
· More companies engaging in R&D

· Pilot manufacturing capability for new product / process development

· Enhanced technology validation and testing capabilities

· Test bed generation 

· Enhanced training potential for key industry staff on emerging technologies

To ensure the aims of the call are achieved all applications must clearly demonstrate sufficient industrial need and usage over the lifetime of the equipment to justify the level of funding sought. This should include at least 5 named companies who are likely to utilise the equipment within the first 18 months. The assessment panel will validate the industrial need by contacting the named company individuals listed in this application. 

A minimum score of 70% must be achieved against the Industrial Need category to be considered for funding. Applications that fail to meet this threshold will not be funded regardless of other scores.
Eligibility Criteria
· The call is restricted to members of the Technology Gateway & Technology Centre programmes
· The successful proposal must possess a strong track record of industry engagement and demonstrate a significant industrial need for the new equipment

· The host institute must provide space for the equipment and confirm they will insure, service and maintain the equipment according to international standards and charge industry to recover these costs
· Individual applications will be restricted to sums greater than €25,000 and less than €250,000 (more costly items may be considered on an exceptional basis)
· In the case of the Technology Centres, it should be clear and obvious that the equipment sought is not part of the current business plan agreed with Enterprise Ireland and that the proposed equipment will allow for new areas of collaboration with industry.
If approved for funding all relevant equipment shall be listed on the Large Items of Research Equipment database and access to all equipment shall adhere to the National Principles for Access to Research Infrastructure. Public Procurement rules shall also apply.

Enterprise Ireland reserve the right to audit the use of the equipment to ensure it is being used as outlined in this application.
Eligible Gateways and Centres will be restricted to a maximum of 3 applications each.

Ranking Criteria
All applications will be reviewed by a panel that will include external independent experts. The panel will review individual applications with a view to approving them for funding, or not. In a situation where the sum of approvals is greater than the available budget then the following criteria will be used to rank the successful applications.
· The proposed number of users over the lifetime of the equipment and the value of their usage as a portion of the equipment costs (validated with the companies)

· Clustering of Gateways and or Centres and shared access to the equipment

· Criticality of equipment to the service of industry

· Novelty of equipment in terms of current availability within the Higher Education system in Ireland
The prioritised list will be presented to the Industrial Research and Commercialisation Committee for final approval.
Closing Date for Applications
The closing date for applications is 12pm (noon) on Wednesday the 14th of April 2021. One signed electronic copy to be sent to GA-CapitalCall2021@enterprise-ireland.com to arrive before the closing date. Applications received after this time will not be eligible. 
A signed hard copy original should follow immediately addressed to Capital Call 2021, Grants Administration, Enterprise Ireland, Eastpoint Business Park, Dublin 3, D03 E5R6. 
All queries should be directed to Mark.Whelan@Enterprise-Ireland.com.
Guidance on Definition of Capital

To guide assessors and applicants on eligibility, the Enterprise Ireland Capital Investment Initiative (CII) definition of Capital will apply. However, as the purpose of this call is different from the CII exceptions will be considered where a justification is provided that clearly demonstrates these criteria are not relevant. 

Where you are concerned about a particular item please contact Mark Whelan in advance of your application to discuss.

Eligible Assets:

· New or second-hand equipment including reasonable direct installation costs. Second hand equipment must be less than 7 years old and more than €10,000 in value. Refurbished equipment will be evaluated on a case by case basis by Enterprise Ireland Assessors.

Ineligible Assets:

· Expenditure on buildings, building modifications, mobile assets, transport and office equipment e.g. desks, chairs, filing cabinets, computers for administration, forklifts, cleanrooms, insulated panels and doors, refrigeration and building services. (This list is not exhaustive but reflects some of the key items that are not eligible).

· Software directly relevant to routine business activities such as payroll systems, accountancy packages. e.g. ERP and SAGE.

· Software licences

· Consultancy

· If any expenditure is incurred before the Call Close date, the entire project will be ineligible for support. This includes the payment of deposits or where contracts are entered into by the applicant company.

· Investment in training and salaries.

SECTION 1 Name & Contact Details
For Office Use Only     
CE/2021/                    .             
	Applicant Institution(s)

	

	Contact (s)

	

	Position(s)

	

	Address


	

	Contact E-mail
	

	Contact Telephone

	
	Mobile
	

	Signature of President of Host Institution(s)

	
	Date:
	

	Signature of Head of Research Group(s)


	
	Date:
	

	Signature of Head of Finance 


	
	Date
	


Where you wish individual items to be considered separately, please use separate application form(s) 
If approved for funding under this application the IoT confirms that it will: 
· Provide necessary space for equipment, maintain and service equipment as required by conditions of manufacturer warranty

· List items of equipment over €100k on the national database of Large Items of Research Equipment (LIRE) hosted by the HEA

· Adopt the national Principles for access to research infrastructure as issued by the 
HEA:http://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/09/NATIONAL-PRINCIPLES-FOR-ACCESS-TO-RESEARCH-INFRASTRUCTURE.pdf

· Agree to list equipment and access principles on the institution’s website

· Charge companies the full cost of using the equipment (e.g. power, insurance, personnel, materials etc) with a reasonable margin included
Authorised Signature: 

Section 2 Proposed Capital Equipment
	Description of Equipment

	Please describe the suite / piece of equipment that is proposed under this application. 

Recommended Range €25,000 - €250,000 for each application.

	(Max 2 pages)
· Where more than 1 piece of equipment is being proposed please demonstrate how and why each element is required as part of the whole suite of equipment.
· If more than €250,000 is being requested, please explain why it should be considered as part of this call. Requests greater than €250,000 will only be considered in exceptional circumstances.



Section 3 Industry Need
	What sector(s) of industry and type of company will the proposed Equipment service?
e.g. A Liquid Chromatography Mass Spectrometer (LCMS) for use with small companies who cannot afford purchase of equipment across food and life sciences sectors 
Clearly list and name the likely industrial users of the equipment, the volume of work likely on an annual basis (e.g. total number of projects where equipment is used), and the total value of that work.

Priority will be given to applications that most closely match the value of industrial work with the cost of the equipment

	(Max 1.5 pages)


	What is its value proposition for this/these industry sector(s)?
e.g. Access to equipment not available in Ireland, improved resolution of existing test equipment, shared access to high value equipment not financially available to small companies

	(Max 0.5 page)


	What is the likely impact on the Research Group’s current levels of industry engagement attributable to the new equipment?

Please indicate anticipated increase in number of projects, increased interaction with (new) companies, etc.

	(Max 0.5 page)



Section 4
Institutional Commitment 
	Institutional Commitment 

	Please outline the institutional commitment to the purchase of the afore mentioned equipment (to include but not be limited to):

· Provision of satisfactory space, facilities and other ancillary equipment

· Provision of satisfactory operational support, e.g. training of staff 
· Prioritisation of industrial work over research and teaching needs

· Identify who is responsible for controlling access to the equipment.
· Companies will pay the full cost of using the equipment (e.g. power, insurance, personnel, materials etc) with a reasonable margin included

	(Max 2 page)



	Proposal Teams Collaborative Linkages with Other Research Performers

	Where it is proposed to share access to the equipment with a research group within another Higher Education Institution, please outline the nature of the collaboration, how costs will be allocated and how it will be managed to ensure equal access. 

Please outline how the new equipment will impact on the current levels of industrial interaction of the collaborating groups and why collaboration is important?

	(Max 1 page)


Section 5 Industrial Track Record / Support Base
	Industry Track Record

	Summarise the relevant Research Group’s track record of working with industry over the past 3 years with respect to the technologies / sectors the new capital equipment will support.

Provide the 3 most relevant case studies that demonstrate the research group’s capability in the relevant technology area

	(Max 2 pages)



	Industry Support Base 

	Please detail the companies who are expected to utilise the equipment over the next 2-3 years.

	Contact Name*
	Company 
	Position 
	Contact phone or email details
	Current Level of Engagement**

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* Enterprise Ireland reserves the right to contact these individuals as part of the evaluation of this application.  

** Please specify Level 1, 2 or 3 according to Appendix 1 of this application form
	Please list up to 5 industrial projects which yielded the highest industry impact since 2016

	Company

Name
	Total

Project Value

€
	Funding Source(s)*


	End Date
mm/yy
	Brief Project Description


	Brief Project Outcome**

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


* EI Innovation Vouchers, Innovation Partnerships, Direct Funded Industry
** Issued solved, new product developed, licence agreement, jobs created
	Please summarise here the total number and value of industrial projects completed by the Research Group per annum since 2016

	Year
	No of Industrial Projects completed by the applicant research group
	Was project in thematic area related to the proposed equipment
Yes/No?
	Value of Industry Projects
€
	Value of Industry Contribution to Industrial Projects
€

	2016
	
	
	
	

	2017
	
	
	
	

	2018
	
	
	
	

	2019
	
	
	
	

	2020
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	


Section 6 Budget

(Please ensure VAT is accounted for where applicable 

Additional funds will not be considered after the closing date)
	Details of Equipment (including specification) 

	     
Max 1 Page


Where more than 1 piece of equipment is being proposed please demonstrate how and why each element is required as part of the whole suite of equipment

	Project costs

	Cost of Equipment requested
(Please provide details of the actual cost of all items included in the application, including VAT)
	Cost  

€

	     

	     

	Total equipment cost
	     


	Additional Costs 

	Please provide details of any additional costs related to the equipment, e.g. provision of additional 3 phase power 
	Cost €

	     

	     

	
	Total of additional costs
	     


Application Request Total                      
Where the purchase of this equipment, or any other elements of a larger suite of equipment, is conditional on other sources of funding please complete the following section.

	Institutional Contribution

	Provide details of any institutional contribution towards this equipment
	Value of Contribution €

	     

	     

	
	
	


	Other sources of Funding

	Please outline any other State / EU funds that you propose to leverage to fund this equipment, e.g. SFI, H2021.
Please indicate whether this funding has already been secured. i.e. contracts signed.

	Value of Contribution €

	     

	     

	
	
	


Notes
Completed forms should be returned by 12pm on Wednesday the 14th of April 2021 to:

Email: GA-CapitalCall2021@enterprise-ireland.com
Original Copy: Capital Call 2021, Grants Administration, Enterprise Ireland, Eastpoint Business Park, Dublin 3, D03 E5R6.
One electronic signed copy and one signed hard copy is required.

Appendix 1

Industry Support Base

Please fill out Section 5 with respect to the follow interaction levels.

	Level
	· Level of engagement of the company with Research Group

	1
	· A level 1 company is aware of the group’s expertise and facilities and potentially would benefit from further engagement

· It has had consultations or meetings with the research team or has attended an Industry Consultation Day 

· It has intermittent contact with the research group, for example, to obtain answers to technical queries, or in the form of short project engagement with the research group (e.g. small consultancy project or Innovation Voucher)



	2
	· A Level 2 company has engaged the research group frequently as a source of technical knowledge

· It has completed 2-3 small projects (e.g. Innovation Vouchers or Direct Funded Projects by Industry)

· It has attended the Industry Consultation Day & contributed to the research group’s applied research and technology themes 



	3
	· A Level 3 company has a deep relationship with the research group.

· It has completed a substantial amount of project work (e.g. 3-5 small projects such as Innovation Vouchers and/or 1-2 large projects such as Innovation Partnerships) and continues this level of engagement with the research group

· It has been actively involved in defining the research group’s applied research and technology themes
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